
 

Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 

Welcome 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your 

words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

First Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Luke 24:36b-48 
 

Before the reading: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Following the reading: The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Song “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

continued 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 

answer in steadfast love. 

Each prayer petition ends with the words, “hear us, O God,” please respond with “your mercy is great.” 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering  

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 

our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ 
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Song “Faith Begins By Letting Go” 

 

Sending 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! We will. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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